on . | n | : » 1 % 7 8 

* 2 4% , 2 \ ts 

| TS 
a | * as 24 
£% 5 
. ow : 
vs * , k : | 
— ** * 4 =- pf 
| 4. | " 


9 8 | be 
Occaſioned by the bw : 


DEA TH» 
Mr. William Arnold, 


WHO 


Departed this Life, May 17th, 173 
In the Forty- third Year of nis As 
Preached May 26. 


Pudliſd'd at the RxquesT of the Cnuxcn. 
' SAMUEL WILSON 


— Ol... 


LONDON, 


Printed for AARON Warp, ar the Ki 's Arms iy 
lt" ker Little Britain. 1734. * | 


— 


* 
-4 n 
* 
*4 * . * 
* 
. 
= 
« 
* 4 5 
. bl 
- 
a 
* 
* 
— 
- " * 
+ %. 
iO» _= 
* * * Y 
Cy * — l 
- w 4 * 
— f 
. ew — 
- * * 27 
* 
7 * « - # + 
. » » _ 
E - IF 
— 
— 
* 
. 
. 
* 
= 
* 
e —— th. A <a < o# _ i 


Lux vii. 47. 


Her Sins, which are many, are 
forgiven. 


do this Day, my Brethren, has 
is attending Difficulties A 
We ISBE Compliance with your Defire 
in improving the preſent Op- 
runiry, in a Diſcourſe ſuited to the me- 
fancholy Providence you are under, may be' 
cenſured, by ſome, as inconſiſtent with the 
Deſire of the Deceaſed ; who, in the Exer- 
ciſe ffected Humility, an Ornament 
which reffted a Beauty and Luſtre on all 
his other Excellencies, deſired to paſs out of 
the World unobſerv'd ; and that no publick 
Notice ſhould be taken of him, as one who 
in his own Opinion was leſs than the leaſt of 
all Saints, and among the chief of Sinners. 
But ſurely, Juſtice and Gratitude forbid: 
that we ſhould be filent on ſuch an Occa- 
ſion: Juſtice to his Memory, who deſerved 
ſo well at our Hands; and Graticude to that 


4 A SERMON: en the Death of . 


God, who. diſtinguiſhed him by his + Grace, 
and made him as 1 in his Death, as he 
Was 2 and deſirable in his Life. => 
Name, indeed, of the Wicked may rot, 
be buried in Oblivion, but the Memory of 
the Juſt is bleſſed, and the Righteous fhall 
be had in everlaſting Remembrance. What I 
propoſe in the whole, is ſtrictly to adhere to 
what may be inſtructive to you; and if my 
Friendſhip for -your late- Poncur d Paſtor 
ſhould ingage me to give you ſome Account 
of thoſe Things Tn him to every 
one who had the Pleaſure of his Acquain- 
tance, I would not be underſtood as prai- 
ſing, much leſs flattering the Dead z but as 
ſpeaking woll of that Grace which was be- 
ſtowed upon him; and as pointing him out 
to you as a bright Example, a burning and 
2 ſhining Light, whoſe Faith and Converſa- 
tion you are to follow, as far as he was en- 
abled to be a Follower of the Lamb. 
. The Death of an Acquaintance, Friend, 
or a common Chriſtian, carries ſoragghing in 
it very awful and awakening ; much more 
the Removal of a faithful and ſucceſsful.Mi- 
niſter of the Goſpel. - The ſad and melan- 
| choly Concern which appears in your Coun- 
renances, plainly intimates, my Brethren, 
how. much you are affected with the Stroke 
af God — you, And well may you mourn. 
Sorrow ſurely never better became you. Vout 
Loſs is great, and you ought feriouſly to lay 
it to Heart: But take heed of an Exceſs, 
8: Remember 


the Rev. Mr. William Arnold. 5 
Remember the Almighty is not to be ar 
raign' d; nor are you to ſay to the moſt 
High, What doſt thou? He. is gone Hoe 
is dead! I mean your beloved Paſtor s gone 
a little before you. You will ſee his Face, 

will hear his Voice no more from this 
ulpit! Vou were much upon his Heart in 
Life, nor could he die without leaving a Te- 
ſtimony of his Concern for you behind him: 
And as he was deſervedly intereſted in your 
greateſt Eſteem and Affection, I perſuade 
my ſelf, if any thing can alleviate your Sor- 
row for his Death, it muſt be the Remem- 
brance that he died in the lively Exerciſe of 
Faith, and went off the Stage of che World 
triumphantly, rejoicing in the Lord, and 
exulting in the God of his Salvation. The 
Paſſage which I have read to you, was the 
laſt Seal which the Spirit of Adoption af- 
fixed to his Soul, before it broke the Priſon 
of Clay, and entered on the Work and Hap- 
pineſs of Heaven. | yay 
- In the Chapter where our Text is, the in- 
ſpired Hiſtorian gives us an Account of ſeve- 
ral ſurprizing Miracles which were wrought 
by our Lord, who whilſt on Earth went a- 
bout continually doing good: Particularly 
he mentions the Healing of the Centurion's 
Servant, the Raiſing the Widow's Son from 
che Dead, the Curing of many of their In- 
firmities, and Plagues, and of Evil»Spirits z 
and che Giving of Sight unto. many who were 
dlind. Works ſo much above the Power of 
2214 | Man, 


the 
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Man, that they proved him to be the true 
Meſſiah, the great Prophet who was expect- 
ed in the World: And accordingly he refers 
to them, in ſupport of his Character, when, 
to _ Diſciples 2 from their 
Maſter, Art thou be that ſhould come, or 
look we for another * He anſwered, Go your 
way, and tell fohn what things ye have ſeen 
and beard ; bow that the Blind ſee, the Lame 
walk, the Lepers are cleanſed, the Deaf bear, 
the Dead are raiſed, to the Poor the Goſpel 
it preached. Upon which our Lord takes an 
Occaſion to enter upon the Character of 
Fobn, and = him on a Level with the 

reateſt of the Prophets. I ſay unto you, a- 
mong thoſe that are born of Women, there is 
not @ greater Prophet than John the Baptiſt. 
This we are told was grateful and acceptable 
to one Part of the People, whilſt the Phari- 


ſees and Lawyers were greatly offended at it; 


whom our Lord reproves in an inſtructive 
Parable, the Moral of which is, that neither 
the Auſterity of Fobr's Manners and Mini- 


ſtry, nor the Freedom, Familiarity, and 


 Mildneſs of his own, had made ſuitable Im- 


reſſions upon them. Inſtead of acknow- 
edging the one as a Prophet, and the other 
as the Meſſiah, they ſaid of the one, he has 
a Devil; and of the other, Behold-a glutton- 
ous Man, a Wine-bibber, a Friend of Pub- 
licans and Sinners. But whatever may be 
Judgment of Men, our Lord obſerves, 
.#s juſtified of all ber Children, 3 
ter 


8 . 


the Rev. Mr. William Arnold. 7 


After this, the Evangeliſt gives us an Ac- 
countof our Lord's Entertainment at the Houſe 
of a Phariſee, and of what happened to him 
there; And one of the Phariſees deſired bim, 
that he would eat with him, and he went into 
the Phariſee's Houſe, &c. It would be almoſt 
endleſs, as I think it is altogether needleſs, 
to give you the various Opinions of Annota- 
tors, concerning this Narration. Some think 
this Phariſee was Simon the Leper, who is 
mentioned in the three other Evangeliſts; 
others conclude, there were two Perſons of 
the Name of Simon, who entertain'd our 
Lord, the one in Galzlee, the ather in Be- 
thany ; the one about a Fear, the other a 
few Days before his Crucifixion. Some a- 
gain will have the Woman mention'd here, 
under the Name of a Sinner, to be Mary the 
Siſter of Lazarus, who is deſcribed by John 
as that Mary which anointed the Lord with 
Ointment, and wiped his Feet with ber Hair". 
Others think it was Mary Magdalen, who is 
mentioned in the ſecond Verſe of the follow- 
ing Chapter, as one, out of whom went -ſe- 
ven Devils. Ir is ſufficient to my Purpoſe, 
without entering farther into theſe 
to attend to the Fact it ſelf, the Sum 
which is that upon our Lord's complying 
with the Requeſt of the Phariſee, a certain 


* Thoſe who are inclined to ſee more of 
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Woman, who was a Sinner, that is, either a 
fl Gentile, or one who had been notoriduſty 
| lewd: and wicked; hearing that our Lord was 
| there, brought an Alabaſter Box * of Oint- 
| ment, and ſtanding at his Feet, which ſhe 
might eafily do, according to the Eaftern 
ll Manner of fitting at Meat, ſhe wept, - and 
| began to waſh his Feet with her Tears, and 
wipe them with the Hairs af her Head, and 
kiſſed his Feet, and anointed them with Oint- 
ment. Expreſſions of the greateſt Sorrow 
for her Sins, a becoming Senſe of her own 
Unwotthineſs, and of the zealous affectionate 
Regard which ſhe had for the great Re- 
deemer. The Phariſee obſerving it, makes 
this ſour, ill-natur'd, fooliſh Remark upon 
it: This Man, if be were a Prophet,” would 
have known who and what manner of Woman 
'this is that toucheth bim, for ſhe is a Sinner. 
Our Lord looking into his Heart, and know- 
ing his Thoughts, ſaid unto bim, Simon, I 
baus ſomewhat to ſay unto tbee; and when he 
had faid, Maſter ſay on, he reproved him in 
the following Parable; , There was à certain 
Creditor which had tuo Debturs, ibe one owed 
hundred Pence, and the other fifty; and 
when they bad nothing to pay, be fruantiy fore 
ave: them berb; tell me therefore; ſays out 
which of them will lobe him 0. Si- 
mon anſwered and ſaid, 1 ſuppoſe bim ta whom 
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1 thinks \ was an ordinary Vellel common 
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be forgave miſt. + | Where obſerve by the wa 
that Love is 1 Fruit and not the Cauſe 


Forgiveneſs. pon Lo, our Lord. | 
to the! Wendt 1 Mg . 
thou this — wo entered 1 . fe 
thou gaveſt me no Vater my © 
Bath e "my Feet 24 Te! 1 + 
them with the Hairsof her Head. T 
me'nd Kii; j but this Woman, ff nce "the 5. P86 me T 
rame in, hath not ceaſed | 5 ny, Feet. 
Mine Head with Oil thou didft not #nvint,” but 
this Woman hath anointed my Feet with Onte 
ment. 'Wherefort-" T Jay: unto thee, Ber ic 
which are many, are forgi ven; for ſhe deus 
much, but to whom little ts forgiven, rhe ſame 
Joveth little. As if our Lord Sp Aid, Thou 
haſt been wanting 4 in the ordi 199 Grilidg 
which are uſed ro Strangers," ee Wo- 
mam has exceeded, mu Yo tory 
and the loveth much. the? rats 
Ache Words we dave, * I 08 
A 200/770 ud bat * ui, 
1 A Suppelittög ef an or 
| Guilt contracted, and a Deſert of P aiſhs 
ment; her Sims, fbr which Chriſt mi | ve 
fe jecded and condemned her. Wk ng 
I. The Grace of our Lord Jelvs Chriſt, 
| PE the Pardon and Forgiveneſs of Sins: 2 Her 
Sins are forgiven. « N 
III. The) bier App Nicatich of ir to 
her 5 for her Encouragement and | 


Cz plerumque Grecis finem propoſſtum 3 
| B Conſolation; 
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| Conſolation: Her Sins, which are many, are 


ba 


I. It is ſuppoſed then that ſhe had finned, 
and fallen ſhort of the Glory of God. She is cal- 
led emphatically a Woman who was @ Sinner, 
Now to form a juſt Notion of Sin, we 
muſt confider, The Object againſt whom ir 
is. committed : The Law of which it is a 
Violation: The Tendency of it, as it wars 
againſt the Peace, marrs the Beauty, and 
endangers the Welfare of the Soul; as. well 

as attend to the various Kinds of Sin, with 


ed: 
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ed: He ſearcheth all Hearts, and undetſtanide * 
eth all the Imaginations of the Thoughts; 
his Eyes are upon the Ways of Man, and he 
ſees all his Goings ; ſo that there is no Dark- 
neſs, where the Workers of Iniquity may 
hide themſelves : He looks down from Hea- 
ven, and beholds all the Sons of Men; be 
underſtands their Thoughts afar off; he is 
acquainted with all their Ways; not a abr of 
in their Tongue, bur, lo, he 1 — al | 
ther. His Eyes are in every 
ing the Good and the Bad : Har — De. 
ſtruction are before him, how much more 
then the Hearts of the Children of Men! In 
vain do the Wicked ſeek deep to hide their 
Council from the Lord; and fay, Who ſeeth 
us? Who knowech us ? Since his Eyes age, 
upon all their Ways, nor is their Iniquiry + 
hid from him. All Things are naked and 
open to him with whom we have to do. 
And as he is omniſcient, ſo he is holy, juſt, 
and righteous. He is of purer Eyes than to 
behold Evil, and cannot look at Iniquity: 
There is none holy as the Lord, he is a God 
of Truth, and without Iniquity, orious in 
his Holineſs. Again, he iy the Lord God 
omnipotent, as able ro as to ſave; 
Who is a ft apr yt - 2 
Eſalmiſi? Thou baſt a mighty Arm, rung 


5s thine Hand, high 1s 
Lord is clothed with Eres, 
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ſoon come; out againſt his Advetſaries, as tz 
conſuming Fire. Moreover, he is kind and. 
bountiful to Sinners, in maintaining, pre- 
ſerving, and ſupplying of them. He is good 
unto all, and his tender Mercies are over all 
his Works. And finally, he is faithful, and 
will approve himſelf to be ſo in the Execu- 
tion of his Threatnings, as well as in the, 
Fulfilment of his Promiſes. It is againſt this 
all-ſceing, infinicely holy, almighty, and mer- 
citul God, that Sinners are rebelling. Sure- 
ly then Sin is made up of Folly, Ingratitude, 
and Impiety, It is a Slight of the Goodneſs, 
a, Contempt of the Power, and an Affront 
to the Holineſs, of that God who could bring 
a ſwift Deſtruction upon his Adverſaries. 
--24ly. Sin is a Breach or Violation of God's 
holy and righteous Law ‚ 
The Law .is either moral or ceremonial. 
The latter was peculiar to the People of the 
Jeu and aboliſh'd by him who was the 
great Subſtance of it. The former is the uni- 
verſal Law of Nature, and is either engraven; 
op the Table of the Heart, or recorded in 
God's Word. From a due Attention to the, 
Voice of Reaſon, and the Dictates of Con- 
ſcience,, we may know the Difference be- 
tween Good and Evil, and find ſomeching. 
within us, as a faithful Witneſs, accuſing or 
agquitting, according to the Virtue or Im- 
morality of our Behaviour. In the Scrip- 
tures we are more clearly and largely ſhown 
what is good, and what. the Lord our God 
nal 2. «1 requires 
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requires of us. There we, have his Preceprs . 
his Teſtimonies, his Statutes, and his Judge 
ments; and his Commandment; is exceeding 
broad, reaching to the whole Man, to his 
Thoughts, Words, and Actions, at all Times, 
in every Place, and under every Circum- 
ſtance. It is again ſpiritual in itg Nature, 
worthy of its great Original, requiring that 
we ſhould love the Lord our God, with all 
our Hearts, with all gur Might, and wich 
all our Strength, that we ſhould worſhip and 
ſerve him in Spirit and in Truth. The Rear 
ſonableneſs of the Creatures Subjection to: 
this Law, ariſes from his conſtant Depen- 
dance upon his Creator; nor ig it to be 
imagined, that becauſe by our Ipiquiry wel 
have loſt the Power which we once: had in 
Innocency, that God ſhould therefore ceaſe! 
from his righteous Demands, | He is no leſs 
our Sovereign, we are no leſs his Creatures, 
though we have deſtroyed our ſelves. This. 
Law allows of no Abatement, - inſiſts on a 
perfect and uninterrupted. Obedience, and 
denounces a Curſe upon a ſingle Violation: 
He that continues not in all Things auritten in 
the Book of the Law, is under its, awful Sen - 
. rence. If he offends but in ane Peint, he id 

declared to be guilty. of all: Nor will it 
accept of Confeſſion or Contrition, as an 
Amends for former Breaches. Iz demands 
a Satisfaction commenſurate to the Offence; 
ſuch as ſhall be accepted of Juſtice, and ſe- 
cure the Glory of the divine Holineſs and 
radar) | 3dh. 
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the divine Reſentment. The Sinner may 


rowl his Iniquity as a ſweet Morſel under 


his Tongue, but it will ſooner or later coſt 


him dear, either in the bleeding Anguiſh of 


a broken and contrite Heart, or in weepi 
and wailing and grnoſbing of Teeth, in that 
Place where the Worm 


ſeparable ; and though the harden'd Rebel 


may brave it out for a while, as one that has 
made a Covenant with Death, and is atan 
Agreement with Hell, yet the awful Day is 


haſtening on, in which his Heart ſhall fail 
him, his Pace gather Blackneſs, when he 
hears the Judge denounce the dreadful Sen- 
tence, Depart from me, ye Curſed, into ever- 


laſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and his 
An 


gels. The Apoſtle might juſtly ſay, What 
Fruit had ye then in thoſe Things, whereof ye 
are now aſhamed”? The Sinner is ſure to be 
diſappointed in his imaginary Pleaſures ; the 
Enemy promiſes much, when he preſents a 
Temptation, and the Soul, led captive at 


his Will, expects a great deal; but Sin is the 


moſt deceitful Evil, its Satisfactions are a 


Shadow, and it leaves a dreadful Sting in 


Conſcience. 
* Rom. vi. 21. 4 


Moreover; 


3aly. Sin has a moſt malignant Tendency, 
as it robs the Soul of 2 and deſpoils ie 
of its Beauty and Glory, and expoſes it to 


ieth not, where the 
Fire is not quenched. Sin and Sorrow are in- 
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| „ Moreover, Sin darkens the Underſtand- 


it corru 

N — renders us wholly unfit for 
the Diſcharge of Duty, and the ſweet En- 
tectainment of Communion and  Fellow- 
with our Maker. God made Man up- 
a 92 Sin once committed made him viler 
than the Beaſts that . His Creator hid 
his Face, his Soul ts Purity; Shame, 
Horror, and Confuſion invaded his Mind, wel 

fore unruffled and unſullied. 
Farther, we may conſider Sin either as ori- 
inal or actual: Of ow © 8 che Ax ports 


were 2 Sinners Aud to this — Pſal- 
miſt refers, when, he ſays, Bebold I was ſha- 
pen in Iniguity, and in Sin did my Mother 
conceive me. Actual Sins may be ſaid to 
be more immediately our own,. when we are 
chargeable with Omiſſion of Duty, or the 
Commiſſion of Evil. Theſe again may be 
conſidered as found with us, before or after 
our Converſion, as. Sins of Ignorance or 
Obſtinacy, attended with more ot leſs De- 
N Kanten againſt more or leſs 
.ight and Knowledge, . — Ob 
tion, and Profeſſion, Every. Sin is — 
infinitely evil, if we conſider che Object a- 


i 


iv. 18. * Rom. viii. 7. l Rom. v. 17, 18, 19. 
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ts the Will *; it vitiates the 
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'we are to diſtinguiſn between the Conduct 


the whole Earth, and as it is his peculiar 
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gainſt whom it is committed: But there are 
Tome Sins which are —— in Scripthre 

mighty and Some of theſe 
probably were Land ih the Perſon 
oy ih che Text; to wWhom our Lord 
Fr bin, whoeh ure many, are forgiven. 
| Wen Mae inan "7 = 
III. 'T82cohlider the Grace of chi, in 
the Farden and Forgivenefs'6f Binn. 

- Forgiveties may be confider'd either ſim- 

ply, or relatively; in ies Spring and Riſe, in 
its Price and Purchaſe, ift its Meafure and 
Degree 3 and in its Contiexion wich all pcher 


Forgiveneſs, in "th oY of the Word As 
mong Men, is to drop à Quarrel, to paſs by 
an Affront, and not to inſiſt on that Satis- 
faction or Amends, which the Nature of the 
Offence might otherwiſe call for: But here 


of a private Perſon, and that of a-Magr 
ſtrate; What may be commendable in the 
one, may be unlawful in the other. The 
Magistrate is a publick Miniſter of Juſtice, i 
and muſt iſſue our Pardon with a becoming 
Regard to the * of the Laws, and 
with ſuch Prudence, conſiſt with the 
800d grace Society. 6 is the Judge of 


Prerogatite to forgive Sin, ſo we are by no 
Theatis to think he wilt exalt one Freon 


* 
* 8 4 aw Sy on ql 
© fn v. 12. pfl. xix. 13. - » © My 
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on the Ruins of another, or magnify his 
Mercy, to the leſſening the Glory of his 
rectoral Juſtice, ot eſſential Holineſs ; that 
he might therefore be juſt, whilſt he is the 
Juſtifier of him that believeth : He hath ſet 
forth his Son to be a Propitiation, through 
Faith, in his Blood ; and forgiving Grace 
now reigns, through Righteouſneſs,” unto e- 
ternal Life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
God is ſaid to have laid on Chriſt the Iniqui- 
ties of his People ; Chriſt is ſaid to bear cheir 
Sins, to die for their Sins, to waſh them'from 
their Sins in his own Blood : He was cut off, 
but not for himſelf ; he was wounded for 
their Tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for their 
Iniquities, and the Chaſtiſement of their 
Peace was upon him. In him they have 
Redemption, through his Blood the Forgive- 
neſs of Sins. Nor have we the leaſt Intima- 
tion in the ſacred Scriptures, that God will 
pardon one Sin, but for the ſake of his Son; 
nor juſtify one Tranſgreſſor, but as accepted 
in the Beloved. And as Chriſt paid the Price 
of Pardon, he has it in his Hands to beſtow. 
Him hath God exalted to be a Prince, and a 
Saviour, to give Repentance to 1/rael, and 
Remiſſion of Sins; and where he diſpenſes 
the Bleſſing, Mercy, in contradiſtinction to 
Merit, is the Foundation of it, whether We 
owe fifty or five hundred Pence we have no- 
ing to pay; none of us can redeem his own 


Soul: Had we Thouſands of Rams, or ren | 
Thouſands of Rivers of Oil; were we to 8 
ICS 6 
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fer the Fruit of our Body for the Sin of our 
Souls, the Sacrifice would be rejected, as 
beat ing no Proportion to the Guile we have 
contracted, and the Injury we have offered 
to the divine Glory. The Language of the 
Publican becomes every one of us, God be 
mererful to me a Sinner. + 64 
Andi as It is i ble for us to diſcharge 
the leaſt Part of that great Debt, due to di- 
vine Juſtice, and as it is known to God that 
we have nothing to pay, where he patdons 
he frankly forgives all. When our Lord 
died for our Offences, he took away out Sins 
by the Sacrifice of himſelf ; by that one 
Offering he for ever perfected thoſe that are 
ſanctified, and there is now no Condemna- 
tion to them who ate in Chriſt Jeſus; None 
can ay any thing to their Charge, whom 
God has juſtified, for whom Chriſt died, a- 
toſe again, and ever lives to make Interceſ- 
ſion. Forgiveneſs is therefore repreſented by 
the Blotting out of Tranſgrefſions, by God's 
oaſting of Sins behind his Back, and inte the 
Depths of the Sta. He declares in his Co- 
vehant, in favour-'of: his People, that their 
Sins and Iniquities he will remember no 
more; fo that he cancels the whole Bond, 
diſcharges every Part of the Accounts dther- 
wie what Releaſe ſoever we might have from 
ſeyerer Puniſhment, there would be no Po- 
ſibility of obtaining Heaven. Well might 
the; P/almift ſay, Bleſſed: is be whoſe Tronſ= 
gr gion are forgiven, and whaſt.Sin it covered 
125. 3 Bleſſe 
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Bleſſe# is the Man to whom the Lord imput 
hot Iniqity *. Bleſſed indeed, for with this 
the Saints have every other ſpiritual Bleſſing 
in Poſſeſſion or Reverſion. Where God for+ 
gives he ſanctifies; and, where he ſanctiſics 
he will glorify. All the Bleſſings of the 
— Covenant are connected as ſo ma- 
ny Links in a glorious Chain, which cannot 
de broken. To every Member of that Church 
which God has purchaſed with his own 
Blood, will he be a Sun and a Shield, give 
Grace and Glory, and with- hold no good 
Thing, Which leads me, 


III. To the Application of — Mercy 
to the Sinner in che Text, for her own Com- 
fort and Satisfaction. Where God forgives 
the Soul is ſafe, nor ſhall any Weapon for- 
med againſt ic proſper; if he'is for us, who 
Hall os a mhbdia s Satan may attempt co 
— by bringing our Guilt into view, 
and ſetting our Sin before us; our Hearts 
may meditate Terror; nor is the greateſt of 
Saints ſecure from the Return of Unbelief: 
But though we believe not, God abideth 
faithful, he cannot y himſelf nor is che 
Bleſſing of Forgi upon our 
of it, ho are not to in 
— State of Diſtance and Imperfe- 
ction, always to dwell under the Shine of 
Sede cenie Face, irs Hoaven begua, 
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indeed, to know that we are accepted, and 
to ſee the Grace wherein we ſtand : But God 
is as much the Father and Friend of his Peo- 
ple, when Clouds and Darkneſs are round 
about him; as when he is ſaying, Be of good 
Cheer, your Sins are forgiven. There are 
two Ways in which we come at the Know- 
ledge of our Juſtification; the one, by com- 
paring our Experience with the Account 
which God has given of thoſe who are num» 
ber'd among his Children, taken into his 
Family, to whom he will give eternal Life; 
the other, by the ſweet elapſes of Light and 
Love, when he is pleaſed to manifeſt himſelf 
unto us as he does hot unto the World, and 
by the Spirit of Adoption ſeals us unto the 
Day of Redemption. We are told, that 0 
Man can come unto Chriſt except the Father, 
who bath ſent bim, draw bim; and be that 
thus comes he will in ns wiſe caſt out. He 
that believeth ſhall be ſaved; and that, bo- 
faever believeth ſhall not periſh, but have ever- 
laſting Life. Here then, we are to inquire 
into the Truth of our Faith, Whether it is 
of the Operation of the Spirit of God? Whe- 
ther it is that precious Faith which is the 
Faith of God's Elect? And if upon a careful 
Examination, under the Inlightning of the 
Spirit of God, ir appears, that we have ſeen 
our Want of Chriſt, as guilty and polluted; 
that we have laboured, and been heavyJaden 
with the Burden of Sin; that there has been 
a ſpiritual Hunger and Thriſt after Chri 


/ 


* 


the Rev. Mr. William Arnold. 21 
and we have been helped to flee for Refuge, 
to lay hold of him the great Hope ſer beforg 
us; if we have looked on him whom we have 

ierced, and mourn;; and taken Sanctuary in 
im, as our only Security from the Demands 
of a broken Law, and the Reſentment of of- 
fended Juſtice; if -Chriſt is to us as the 
Chief of ten Thouſand, and one alrogether 
Lovely; where we have felt theſe Premiſes, 
God himſelf has drawn, the Concluſion, and 
we may colle& from his own Word, that 
he would not have ſhown us ſuch Things as 
theſe, had he defign'd to have deſtroy'd us; 
But beſides this ſtanding Rule, by which we 
are to try our State, there are ſome Inftan- 
ces in which God is pleaſed to lead his Peo- 
ple ſo comfortably into the Secret of his Pre» 
ſence, and ſhew them his Covenant, that 
they can ſay, This God is our God, and will 
be ſo for ever and ever, This, indeed, is a 
Favour which we are nat to expect in com- 
mon; whenever we are indulged with it, it 
calls for Gratitude; but, for the moſt part, 
it is our Mercy, in the Time of our Eſpou- 
ſals, when, perhaps, nothing leſs could clear 
our Souls of that heavy Diſtreſs, which ari- 
ſes from a ſpiritual View of the Plague of 
our Hearts. This is ſometimes given in to 
prepare for great Trials, and ſhocking Diſap- 
pointments, or to encourage us chearfully to 
go. through hard and, diffeult Services. 
metimes we meet with it in a Promiſe ; 
ſometimes in an Ordinance ;:byt e 


ven her leave to range through all che de- 
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the Mercy is vouchlafed, it is attended with 
a Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory; and 
well may it be called a Joy unſpeakable, as 
no Words can expreſs 8 exalted Raviſh- 
ment of che triumphing Saint, when God 
ſheds: abroad his Love in his Heart, and af- 
fares him, that his Name is enrolled'in che 
Lamb's Book of Life. Had our Lord told 
the Sinner in the Text, of her Title to the 
latgeſt Poſſeſſions, of her Intereſt; in the 
Frlendſhip of the greateſt Princes; or, gi- 


luding Pleaſures of Time and Senſe, it had 
nor ſuited her Caſe, nor given hier a thou- 
fandth Part of the Joy and Conſolation which 
muſt neceſſarily ariſe from hearing him fay, 
Her Sins, *#hich are = are for given. 
Here, had I Time, I might ſhow you, 
from the authoritative Manner of Chriſt's 
e g Pardon, that he is the moſt 
h God, ſince none but a God can forgive 
Sin. Nor would it be difficult to prove, 
thut Sin is the moſt irrational, defiling, and 
dangerous Evil. And as sinners condemn'd 
by the Law ynu cannot too early betake 
Telves to che Merey of God in a bleed- 
Jeg pete and, That if you have the leaſt well 
ounded Hope of your Intetelt in forgiving 
et, his Pretfe hould be in-your Lips hag 
Law's \ your Hearts, and his Glory in 
and that you ſhould be ng for- 
. ee on his Grace, after 


more . — —ũ— wich him; and 
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more comfortable Aſſurance, that he has cal 
all your Sins into the Depths of the Sea. 

But I muſt by no Means omit my ptinch+ 
pal View in the — der vice ; and hat 
am perſwaded you wait, with a kind of Im- 
—— to hear, an Account of thoſe Thi 
to your beloved Paſtor, ſo much to 
che Honour of the Grace of God, and your 
own Eſtabliſhment; nor indeed, had I given 
you, tha 
Preference .to any others on this Occaſion, 
but as they were ſo remarkably uſeful to — 
of whom I cannot help faying a few Things 
which are lovely, and 25 good 

It was his great Mercy and I have heard him 
often mention it with Praiſe and Gratitude, 
that God. met with him about the Time of 
his firſt Settling in the World, and wrought 
a C in his Heart and Converſation, 
furprizing to. himſelf, and to all about him. 
After he had for ſome Time made a public 
Profeſhon of Religion in an ,honoutabla 
Church in the Country, he was taken no- 
tice of as a Man pf uncommon Seriouſncks, 
Savour, Spirituality, and Aifeftion, eſpeci» 
ally in the Diſcharge of che Duty of Prayer, 
in which, from his — Death, 
there were few more eminent. This eng 
the Church to folicic a Tafte-of his Gift in 
expounding the Scriptures; ul Matter, in his 
Opinion, ſo weighty, and of ſuch 3 
and Importance, that after he had. f — 2 
great deal of Time in ſerking Coun A 
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24 A SERMON on the Death of 
God, he adviſed with ſome eminent Mini- 
ſters „, whoſe Opinion, in his Favour, after 
they had carefully examin'd him, with the 
renewed Importunities of the Church, 
brought him to ſome degree of Reſolution, 
though with much Fear and Trembling, to 

o out in the Strength of the Lord, and pub- 
Eh the glad Tidings of Salvation, He had 
not been long in this Work, before God gave 

him ſome remarkable Seals ro his Miniſtry, 
| which greatly ſtrengthen'd his Faith, and 
encouraged him to go forwards. And now 
he began to give himſelf wholly to Reading, 
Study, Meditation, and Prayer ; nor was it 
in vain, for his Profiting appeared unto all, 
and he ſoon became the Darling of the 
Churches where-ever he was called to mini- 
I might ſay much of his natural Abilities z 
and I believe, every one that knew him will 
allow, that for a ready Diſcerning of Men 
and Things, a lively Imagination, a ſolid 
Judgment, a ſtrong, and tenacious Memory, 
he had few his Equals. And as he has often 
expreſſed how thankful he ſhould have been 
(ſo far was he from flighting or deſpiſing a 
regular Education) could he have read the 
facred Oracles in the original Languages, ſo 
Providence ſeem'd, in a great Meaſure, to 
make up this Defe&, by blefling him with | 
an induſtrious Spirit: He thought no Pains i 


. Daviſon of Trowbridge, e. 1; 
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too much in reading the beſt Engliſh Di- 
vines, and conſulting the moſt judicious 
Commentators, to come at the Senſe of t 
Holy Ghoſt, in Paſſages more difficult and 
obſcure: And in this he was ſo ſucceſsful, 
that Men of the greateſt Capacity, and the 
moſt improved Literature, often attended his 
Miniſtry with Pleaſure and Advantage. He 
was indeed a skilful Workman, who needed 
not to be aſharned, rightly dividing the Word 
of Truth, 7 
His natural Diſpoſition was good, his Con- 
verſation moſt agreeable, an innocent Chear- 
fulneſs, attended with proper Prudence, diſ- 
cover'd it ſelf upon almoſt every Occaſion 
ſo that he had as many Friends as Acquain- 
tance, nor could you be in his Company 
long, without Improvement and Delight. 
In his Family he was a tender Husband, and 
molt affect ionate Father, conſciencious and 
conſtant in the Diſcharge of Relative Duties. 
In the World few more inoffenſive; cour- 
teous co all; ready to do good Offices even 
to Strangers, faichful and ſedulous in the 
Service of his Friend; and ſome have 
thought as a ſecond Ciuſe, that the laſt great 
Breach upon his Conſtitution, was owing to 
his Zeal and Application for the Proſperity 
of one whom he loved as a Brother. 5 
About fourteen Years fince, he was called 
by this Church to the Paſtoral Office; and 
though the — was very unanimous 
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and hearty, it appeared to him to be an Af- 
fair which call'd for Thought and Delibera- 
tion. Accordingly it was ſome Months be- 
fore he could be brought to accept the 
Charge ; nor even then, withour callin in 
the Advice of his Brethren in the Miniſtry. 
How he has fulfilled his Miniftry among 
you, you are the beſt Judges ; and I believe 
he has a Teſtimony in every one of you, that 
with the utmoſt Diligence, Seriouſneſs, Af- 
fection, and Faithfulneſs, he has declared to 
you the whole Counſel of God. The more 
ſubſtancial and Soul- edifying Truths of the 
Goſpel, were the Subjects he wholly inſiſted 
on. Saints and Sinners, Babes and Fathers 
in Chrift, Sion's Mourners, the Poor, the Af- 
flicted, the Tempted, and Diſtreſſed, the 
Voung and the Aged, every one in the Fa- 
mily had his Portion: Nor was he ſatisfied 
with pleaſing the Ear, but labour'd in the 
Strength of the Lord, to ſpeak to the Heart 
and Conſcience ; and it was with that Spiri- 
tuality and Savour, as abundantly diſcover'd 
that he taſted and handled of the Word of 
Life in his own Soul, whilſt he held it forth 
ro others. 33 
His Method was eaſy, juſt, and natural, his 
Diction ſtrong and maſculine, yet plain and 
familiar; bis Geſture and Deportment grace- 
ful and becoming. He well knew how to 
clothe his Words with Authority, when as 
4 Son of Thunder he had to deal with the 
| "Augie 
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ſtupid Conſcience of a rebellious Sinner; nor 
was he at a loſs in diſcovering the greateſt 
Tenderneſs, Sympathy, Compaſſion, and 
Affection, when as a Son of Confolatian. 
He was ſent with a Meſſage of Peace to the 
humble penitent Believer, of a broken Heart, 
and a contrite Spirit; And as he was richly 
furniſh'd with Gifts and Graces, which ren- 
dered him an able Miniſter, ſo the Work of 
God proſpered in his Hands. Many Con- 
verts were gathered in, who dated their firſt 
\ ſerious Impreſſions to a Bleſſing of God up- 
on his Labours. The Saints found him un- 
der a divine Agency to be a Helper of their 
Faith, Joy, and Conſolation. 2 IE 

In his Occaſional Labours *, he was always 
well attended, much beloved, and greatly 
reſpected. | 5 
A Spirit of Government appeared in all his 
Managements at Church-Meetings: He knew 
how to keep his Place, without lording it 
over God's Heritage; and few Miniſters more 
zealous in preſerving the Purity, and main- 
taining the Diſcipline of che Church. Thus 
he went on, for about twelve Years, till his 
Work drawing near its cloſe, one Indiſpoſi- 
tion after another ſeized him, till at length 
the Tabernacle began to ſhake, as threaten'd 
with an approaching Diſſolution. It has been 


Ahe Lord'-Day Evening Lectures of Horſly-down, Silver 
Street, and Devonſbire Square, &c, Ia each of which he had 
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obſerv'd by ſome, that he has hardly ever 
been well fince the Re oval of a valuable 
Friend *, whoſe Praiſe is in all the Church 
who was ; dearer to him than a Brother, and 
with whom he took much ſweet Counſel ; 
and as there was hardly an Affair of Impor- 
tance in which he did not conſult him, in 

Life, ſo there was little Difference in their 
Death; both had the Mercy to die comfort- 
ably, and go off triumphantly. 

1 The Monday before he died, he asked his 
Phyficians with his uſual Chearfulneſs, what 
they thought of him? When they told him 
there was danger in his Caſe, they were no 
ſooner withdrawn, but he ſaid to his Friends, 
with his Hands lifted u x x towards Heaven, 
and with an Air of Pleaſure and Satisfaction 
in his Countenance, Now I am going, I am 
$28 ng home, I am going to Glory. Upon this 

e ſent for his Children, took a ſolemn and 
affectionate Leave of them, and with the 
Authority of a Miniſter, and the Affection of 
4 Parent, recommended to them their Duty 
to God, to one another, and how they ought 
to walk in the World. 

Tueſday being appointed by the Church as 
a Day of Humiliation, F aſting, and Prayer, 
6n his Account, he ſent then the following 
Meflage, which he ſpoke with the utmo 
Z cal and moſt melting Affection, though he 
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was ſo weak as to be ſypported by two Pere 
ſons, whilſt he delivered it. 

J defire, ſaid he to an Officer of the 
Church, then preſent, you will be a Mouth 
for me, this Day to the Church : Give my 
6 to them as a Fellou- Member, as a Mi- 

er of Chriſt, and as their Paſtor. Tell them 
1 at I am now going to my God, and their 
God ; to my Father, and to their Father : I 
bf re them all to join iy Praiſes to God, for 

the bxceeding ee Riches of his Grace and 
Mercy to me. Theſe Words, Thy Sins, which 
are many and great, are forgiven, they. have 
been ſet home upon my Soul, with ſuch Power 
and Joy as almoſt overſet the 7. abernacle; they 
were Words once to me, as Life from Death; 
and now they are Life in Death I am con- 
cerned for that little Hill in Mount Sion, 
8 ome of them, I believe, are Seals to my Mi- 
niſtry, and will be my Foy and Crown f Re- 
joicing, in the Day of chef. They bade long. 
been a creditable and reputable Church ; they 
are now ſo; and it is my Defire they may 
continue in Credit and Reputation 72 ter my: 
Deceaſe. I now take my Farewel of them, 
and commit them to the care of the great S. 
herd and Biſhop of Souls. Let them wait on 
Cod, that be may give them 4 Paſtor pre 
bis own Heart, to feed them with Know 
and Unuerſtanding- 1 defire them to. hem 
their Love and Value for me, by uniting.in 


ve and Affection one to | angtber, ak”; A 
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ling up their Places in the Church, they gave 
not up tbemſelves ta a Miniſter, but to the 
Lord, and to one another, I deſire them ta 
walk clo ely together in Holy Communion and 
Fellowſhip with God, and one another ; and 
then they may expect to meet Death with Foy 
and Comfort, as I now do. And ſo I take my 
Leave of them, expecting to ſee them in 
little Time ; and that we Fay be Compa- 
nionc again together, and be for ever vith 
#he Lord. | 

He very frequently expreſſed a great Con- 
cern for the Deiſts, who deny a divine Re- 
velation, becauſe they muſt be wholly de- 
ſtitute of any Degree of that ſweet Com- 
fort, which he had received from the Pro- 
miſes contain'd in the Word of God: Par- 
ticularly he mentioned theſe Words; The 
Blood of Feſus Chriſt, bis Son, cleanſeth from 
all Sin, as the great Support of his dying 


Hours. 
After this, when he had bid his laſt Adieu, 


in a very ſolemn Manner, to many of his 
Friends, and ſeveral Brethren in the Mini- 
| try, he ſaid, in the Cloſe of that Day, Now 
8 iyurb i i dong. And deſired to ſee no more 


—— 5 edne ge he was 12 the ſame Frame of 

itit, rejoicing in the Lord, and longin 

for Bis Ban | 2 8 
* "Thurſday Evening being aſked, Whether 


bb. Comfort continued, he anſwered, nn 1 
18 
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his Hands lifted up ? Yes, without the 
Cloud; Satan has "Ti been ſuffered to 122 
rupt it. 

Friday Morning, the Morning in which 

enter'd into Glory, about an Hour before 

e died, he ſaid to ſome Friends, Du will 

be aubel by the World, bow I went off; you 
are my Witne es that I declare wit my dy- 
ing Breath, That my firm Faith and * 
dance is on the Blood, Righteouſneſs, and Sa- 
tigfaction of the Lord Feſus Chrift, for my 
Acceptance in the Sight of God. After this, 
thanking them for. all their Kindneſs, he 
wiſh'd, in the moſt affectionate Manner, that 
his God might be their God, and that they 
might be eternal Companions with him in 
Glory. One of them 4 5 2 the near ap- 
3 of Death, ſaid, Sir, You ſeem to be 
very low ; he anſwered with a kind of Rap- 
rure, Low ! No, T am Mounting up as 2 as 
1 can. Upon her ſaying, Sir, Do 
eny Pain? He anſwered, No, I Fer 
Lord I feel no Pain, he has made my Paſig 
eaſy. Some of his laſt Words were, I an 
an Inſtance of ſovereign and diſtinguiſbing 
Grace, a Brand plucked out of the Burning. 
| A few Minutes after this he fell ſweetly 
aſleep in Jeſus, and died without Sigh, Groan 
or Complaint. 

Thus he lived, and thus he died: And ie 
he dead ? The Thought muſt be grievous, I 
know, to many of you, who fat under Fog 2 

5 Is 
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Miniſtry, with ſo much Pleaſure and Advan- 
tage, remember, however, he had not died; 


but his Work was done, and he was ripe 


* 


for Glory. Inſtead then of complaining a- 
gainſt Providence, bleſs God you had him ſo 
ong, and lament you made no better Im- 
provements; labour to keep in mind his 
dying Charge, to adhere ſtedfaſtly to the 
Faith once delivered to the Saints, and to 
maintain the Unity of the Spirit in the 
Bonds of Peace. Remember, it was the dy- 
ing Requeſt of your excellent Miniſter, 
that you would keep your Places in the 
Church of God. Firſt look up to Heaven 
for Direction, and then enquire after a 
faithful, ſpiritual Preacher, who may fill 
up the Place of him that is gone; and may 
the great Shepherd and Biſhop of Souls point 
out one, and bring him among you, who 
may feed you with Knowledge and Under- 
ſtanding. 

And what fhall I ſay to you, my dear 
Friends, his ſurviving Children, my Soul 
grieves with you and for you; you have loſt 
the beſt of Fathers; but there is a Father in 
Heaven who made him that kind affectionate 
Parent he was to you, and who only can 
make up your Loſs: Think over his dying 
Words, and be much in ſeeking that God; 
who has promiſed ro be a Father to the 
Fatherleſs, as well as an Husband to the 
Widow. . FF.» WS © > FISP 
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Nor gan I conclude,' without obſerving 4 
what a noble Teſtimony we have here to the 
Truth of Chriſtianity, and the 'Faichfulneſs 
of a Covenant-keeping God. How may this 
ſtun the Infidel, who cannot ſhake off his 
ſhivering, gloomy Apprehenſions, in the 
Thoughts of Dying ? And how ſhould this 
ſerve to encourage the Saints, that when 
their Fleſh and their Heart fails them, God 
will be the Strength of their Hearts, and 
their Portion for ever ? Our deceaſed Friend 
was not without his Fears in Life that he 
ſhould go off in the Dark; but he mention- 
ed it as his choice Mercy, that God had fa 
comfortably diſappointed him. 3 
And ſhall the Lord make one Breach up- 
on us on the Back of another? Are our 
tandard- bearers called home, and thoſe who ' 
were ſet for the Defence of the Goſpel, ta- 
ken away? Surely there is a Voice in this to 
his Churches; God grant they may hear it. 
\nd 1s there not a Voice in this Providence 
to every one of us, who muſt ſhortly give 
an Account? We cannot die ſafely, but as 
intereſted in him who has conquered Death, 
and ſanctified the Grave. A Senſe of par- 
doning Mercy will be our beſt Support in 
dur laſt Moments; and though we ſhould 
got be indulged to the Degree of our de- 
teaſed Friend, yet let Death come whegand 
pow it will, if we are related t 
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